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like cars. Their novelty evenmual
if as quickly as that evocative “new car smell,”
and they either hecome part of one’s evervday existence or,

I'. Wedars

heaven forbid, lemony [alures. The junkyard gets fuller with
cach passing season, whar with today's farm-to-1able, nose-
to-tail, bushels-of-kale insistence hecoming as ubiguitous as
vesterday's sweet potato fries, But every so often, an instant
classic is born—one that is destined o withstand the rest

of capricious dincrs, Such is Honor Bar, which is surpris-
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toward the rraditional and almost uniformly serve Dover

sole. Honor Bar does not. Kegardless, in high scason, it's

T QUEST

rove [op &l The famaeus Crispy En Sandwich; @
making; the Did Cuban; the burrata ow foest. This pag
‘endly welcome ot Monor Sar: The Royal Po g Plaoza, 340 Royal

Paimciana Way, Pelm Beach, Fi g or hanenbar.cam

jam-packed with a lively mix of stereotypical Palm Beachers
in cashmere swearers and velver slippers, ourists, retirces,
mg people who actually live

Lotharios, and very pretiy we
and work in America’s storied tropleal paradize, along with
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Tucked into a long. narrow bay of the newly energized

Rowval Poinciang Plaza, a 1950z architectural tressure of o
.‘-I:U]"I.II:IL' center that was once chie, then :|-\.\';'-'\.. amd is now
mare chic than ever, Honor Bar is the sexy, vounpger sister

of the Hillstc

this suceessiul group as Houston's, home of hot spinach and
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artichoke dip and the loaded baked potato, or the varic
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locale-aligned Grills {Palm Beach, East Hampton, etc.) that
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ver-Service Kosher Hot Dog, which is inaccurately named

.I'\II. Cause 1t IM'III I\uc':'\ul:'l.l from a s-||'n.'r |1|:III|.'F dat J”. |1'.II on oa

plate, albedr by the most spit-polished, clean-cut, attractive
servers imaginable. Indeed, good hair and a vouthiul, slim
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operations, And Honor Bar is no different in thar as

What is different is the distinctly casual, spontaneous vibe
that is a1t Honor Bar's core. There are no reservations, only
small plates, and no desserts. Diners sit at deeply cushioned

stools at & bar as long ax a bowl

ing alley, or nestled in coay,

semi-circitlar bangquettes perched on a platform opposite
the bar. But make no mistake—it's all abour the bar. There

is the expected craft cocktaill menu, thankfully without the

oo, oo schiick of eld-timey guys with curous facial hair,

tattoos, man-buns, and sleeve garters. Here, the Hillstone
preppy staff dress code remains intact, There is also a good,
primarily American wine list, although while there is a single
Fremch Sancerre affered by the glass, the one French red is
only available “for the rable,” which supposedly is a cuphe-
mism for “by the bottle,” although surely served at the bar

tow, should one desire. Two Champagnes are also olfered,

- :
again only “for the tak

The room s dark, mio and decidedly sexy without being
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livered at breakneck speed. Fortunately, while leisurely dining

is ot Honor Bar's strongest suit (there is a gently enforced
Sminrte time limit), Bavor most definitely is. On the menu:
chestnues like Shomp Loude and deviled eggs and a respect
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Hillstone's popular of wde Pine Koom Salad t ApPears
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Bar Palm Beach is the Crispy Chicken Sandwich, a heaping
handiul of deliciousness that already has its own hashrag on

Instagram (Wdingscrispychickensandwich), Inguiring minds

will want 1o know that "Ding™ refers o Hillstone founder
George Biels “Grandma Ding.” Her ¢
features a proprietary pickle relish, tops the crowd pl

eslaw recipe, which
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a mountainous heap, along with Swiss cheese and tomato. It

is perfectly crispy as promised. Carb-aphobics will appreciate

the lovely spinach and cheese omeletie, done in the classic

French manner—thin and soft. And yes, there is a kale salad.

Alas,. no restauirant is peftect. *
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